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Listeners,  Friday  is  such  a  good  day  to  do  the  family  marketing  that  I'm 
about  to  make  an  exception  to  a  rule.     I'm  about  to  give  you  the  Consumers'  Market 
Service  notcc  today;  ins  toad  of  waiting  until  Ifodnesday. 

According  to  these  shopping  tips,  just  arrived,  "September  marks  a  turning 
point  in  the  vegetable-growing  season.     Supplies  from  the  late-producing  States 
start  this  month  to  move  in  volume  replacing  truck  shipments  from  local  market - 
gardens  which  are  the  major  source  of  supplies  during  the  summer."    But  until 
frosts  hit  the  fields  and  gardens,  local  fruits  and  vegetables  will  continue  to 
cone  to  market  little  by  little. 


The  late-producing  States  this  month  furnish  the  bulk  of  our  early  potatoes, 
onions  and  cabbages.    From  70  to  80  percent  of  the  commercial  onion  and  potato 
crops  and  about  half  the  cabbage  supplies  and  nearly  two-fifths  of  yearly  celery 
production  come  from  these  more  northern  States.     The  harvesting  of  these  crops 
usually  is  finished  in  October.    But  because  part  of  these  crops  goes  into  cold 
storage  or  common  storage  in  home-cellars  or  outdoor  pits,  supplies  continue  to 
co-e  to  market  until  new  crops  are  ready  the  following  year.    Naturally,  the  price 
of  these  crops  is  usually  lowest  when  the  harvest  is  at  its  peak.    And  prices  be- 
gin to  go  up  when  the  markets  start  selling  the  fruits  and  vegetables  from  storage, 
as  they  do  later  in  the  year. 

According  to  Department  of  Agriculture  estimates  the  vegetable  supplies 
from  the  late-producing  States  will  all  be  larger  this  year  than  last,  except 
onions.    This  happens  to  be  just  the  reverse  of  last  year's  situation.     Last  year 
the  drought  cut  down  all  crops  except  onions,  and  the  onion  crop  made  a  record  in 
size.    But  don't  despair  for  fear  you'll  miss  your  fried  onions  or  onion  soup  this 
year.    Even  though  the  onion  crop  is  smaller,  it  is  still  above  average.    As  for 
the  cabbage  crop,  this  year  it  is  half  again  as  large  as  last  year,  and  the  potato 
crop  is  a  fifth  larger. 

September  is  the  month  for  peak  marketings  of  lima  beans,  garlic,  peppers, 
-i§s,  pears,  plums  and  fresh  prunes.    And  Brussels  sprouts  and  cranberries  start 
appearing  in  the  market  this  month,  though  their  peak  is  not  until  November. 
September  usually  marks  the  end  of  the  season  for  blueberries,  raspberries  and 
^termelons.    Cantaloupe,  green  corn  and  peaches  also  are  fewer  in  the  market  this 
aonth — fewer  than  they  were  at  their  peak  in  August,  but  their  season  won't  be 
entirely  over  until  October. 

So  far  this  year  the  Market  Service  notes  have  brought  no  news  about  nuts. 
But  today  here's  plenty  of  it — and  good  news,  too.    We  are  going  to  have  more  nuts 
^is  year  than  last  and  lower  prices.    Prices  probably  will  drop  below  last  year's 
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level  when  the  production  of  all  nuts  was  small.    You  may  remember  that  last  year 
the  pecan  crop  was  only  half  the  1935  record-crop,  and  we  had  the  smallest  almond 
crop  since  1929*    This  year  the  news  is  a  "bumper  crop  of  walnuts  I    And  an  above- 
average  pecan  crop.    And  the  largest  almond  crop  since  1926l     Growers  expect  twice 
as  many  almonds  as  they  had  a  year  ago,  and  a  third  more  walnuts.    Two-thirds  more 
pecans  are  predicted  for  this  year. 

Now  about  the  seasonal  fruits.  More  apples  and  grapes  are  coming  to  market 
every  day  but  the  heaviest  shipments  of  the  season  are  not  due  until  October.  Be- 
cause both  crops  are  so  large,  prices  of  apples  and  grapes  are  lower  than  last 
year.    The  1937  apple  crop  according  to  predictions  will  be  the  largest  since  1931- 
three-f ourths    larger  than  the  small  crop  of  a  year  ago*    Apples  have  been  going 
to  market  in  larger  volume  than  a  year  ago.    And  in  late  August  choice  California 
gravenstien  apples  were  selling  at  half  the  price  they  sold  at  a  year  ago. 

As  for  grapes,  the  crop  this  year  is  a  third  larger  than  a  year  ago.  But 
so  far — that  is,  up  to  the  first  of  September,  grape  shipments  have  been  smaller 
than  a  year  ago.    This  is  because  the  season  is  late  this  year.    California,  is  the 
big  grape  state,  as  you  know.    This  one  State  produces  about  nine-tenths  of  the 
annual  grape  supplies.    Over  half  the  California  crop  is  of  the  raisin  variety, 
and  about  one-quarter  is  wine  grapes. 

Now  here  comes  the  citrus-fruit  news.     The  1937-38  citrus-fruit  season 
opens  this  month  when  Florida  grapefruit  starts  moving  to  market.    But  the  first 
new-crop  oranges  from  California  and  Florida  probably  will  not  be  in  until  October. 
I  can't  report  anything  about  the  probable  si ze  of  the  coming  citrus  crop  yet  be- 
cause the  official  estimates  won't  be  ready  until  the  tenth  of  October.  During 
September  grapefruit  shipments  usually  are  small  and  prices  high  enough  to  En- 
courage imports  from  Cuba  and  Puerto  Rico.     The  heaviest  shipments  usually  come  in 
from  January  through  April,  but  from  October  through  December  marketings  also  are 
fairly  large.    Florida  oranges  move  to  market  in  largest  volume  from  December 
through  February  while  March  and  April  are  peak  months  for  California  Navel  or 
winter  oranges.    During  September  orange  marketings  generally  reach  the  season's 
low  point. 

That's  all  the  market  news  I  have  today.    More  in  a  couple  of  weeks. 
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